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Captain Charlie Plumb has lived what he believes to be the American Dream. As a farm kid from Kansas, he
fantasized about airplanes, although he felt certain he would never have the opportunity to pilot one. It would be
the United States Navy who afforded Plumb the opportunity to live out that dream.

After graduating from the Naval Academy, Plumb completed Navy Flight Training and reported to Miramar Naval
Air Station in San Diego where he flew the first adversarial flights in the development of what would be called The
Navy Fighter Weapons School, currently known as “TOP GUN.” On his 75th mission, just five days before the end of

his tour, Plumb was shot down over Hanoi, taken prisoner, tortured, and spent the next 2,103 days in North
Vietnamese Prisoner of War camps.

Following his repatriation, Plumb continued his Navy flying career in Reserve Squadrons where he flew A-4 Sky
Hawks, A-7 Corsairs and FA-18 Hornets. He retired from the United States Navy with the rank of Captain after 31
years of service.

Since his return home, Plumb has captivated more than 5,000 audiences in almost every industry around the world
with stories that parallel his POW experience with the challenges of everyday life.

REGISTER TODAY!



https://wichitarotary.org/
https://wichitarotary.org/

